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Extended COVID-19 Learning Plan 

REQUIRED BY THE STATE SCHOOL AID ACT, AS AMENDED BY PUBLIC ACT 149 OF 2020 

 

I. Introduction 

 

Utica Community Schools (the “District” or “UCS”) has developed this Extended 

COVID-19 Learning Plan to comply with the State School Aid Act, as amended by the 

Return to Learn Legislation (Public Acts 147, 148, and 149 of 2020). Pursuant to this 

Act, this Plan is intended to provide the District with maximum flexibility to adapt its 

educational programs to respond to the COVID-19 pandemic while ensuring all 

students can access and educationally benefit from the instruction provided. 

 

This Extended COVID-19 Learning Plan supplements the Utica Community Schools 

COVID-19 Preparedness and Response Plan and Policy, adopted pursuant to 

Executive Order 2020-142 and Michigan’s 2020-21 Return to School Roadmap. While 

the Extended COVID-19 Learning Plan focuses on the delivery of instruction, the 

Preparedness and Response Plan and Policy addresses issues related to safety (including 

personal protection equipment, hygiene, screening, testing, transportation, athletics, 

etc.), mental and social-emotional wellbeing, instruction, and operations. Both the 

Extended COVID-19 Learning Plan and the COVID-19 Preparedness and Response 

Plan and Policy are posted on the District’s website. 

 

Due to the unique circumstances presented by the COVID-19 pandemic, the State 

School Aid Act was amended to permit greater flexibility in educating students for the 

2020-2021 school year while ensuring quality instruction and learning to the greatest 

extent. To achieve this purpose, the statute requires Utica Community Schools to 

adopt an Extended COVID-19 Learning Plan. The statute requires the District to 

include the following in its Extended COVID-19 Learning Plan: 

 

 Establish educational goals for all students at the beginning of the year that it 

expects to be achieved by the middle and end of the school year. The goals 

must be measured through benchmark assessments that have been approved by 

the Michigan Department of Education, are aligned to state standards, and/or 

local assessments. 

 Describe the delivery of instruction, including whether the instruction is in 

person, in different locations, online, digital, or by other remote means or real-

time (synchronous) or recorded (asynchronous). Changes to the delivery of 

instruction will be based on guidelines developed in consultation with the 

Macomb County Health Department and Utica Community Schools based on 

key metrics related to local COVID-19 data. 

 Describe how students in all core academic subjects (English, math, science, and 

social studies) will be exposed to the same academic standards in scope and 

sequence as would be provided for in-person instruction. 
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 If providing instruction virtually, describe how it will provide equitable access 

to technology and the internet. 

 Describe how students with disabilities will be provided with equitable access 

to instruction and accommodations. 

 Prioritize providing in-person instruction for students in elementary grades if 

the District determines it is safe to do so, as required by law. Utica Community 

Schools has an elementary grade configuration of K-6. 

 Ensure that at least two 2-way interactions occur between each student and the 

student’s teacher each week. 

 Every 30 days following the approval of this Plan, parents will be given an 

opportunity to provide input at a Board of Education meeting, at which time 

the Board must act to re-confirm how instruction is going to be delivered, 

whether in person, in different locations, online, digital, or by other remote 

means and/or real-time (synchronous) or recorded (asynchronous). 

 

This Extended COVID-19 Learning Plan is subject to the timelines provided below in 

Section IV. 

II. Plan Components 

 

A. Reason for Plan 

 

The District has concluded an Extended COVID-19 Learning Plan is necessary to 

increase student engagement and achievement for the 2020-2021 school year because: 

 

On August 20, 2020, Governor Whitmer signed House Bill 5913 into law as Public Act 

149.  Section 98a states that to receive state aid for 2020-2021, Districts must provide 

for instruction under an Extended COVID-19 Learning Plan (“Plan”). This plan, is 

necessary because it enumerates the intentional conditions, identified by our District, 

which will account for the increased student engagement and achievement for the 

2020-2021 school year during in-person, remote, or hybrid instructional methods. Our 

District recognizes that a variety of alternative modes of instruction should be 

provided to meet students’ diverse needs.   

 

Our comprehensive learning plan identifies the following necessary intentional 

conditions to minimize disruptions to instruction and learning: 

 Instructional decisions made at the point of greatest student and family 

impact, 

 Utilization of a multi-tiered system of supports to ensure equity, 

 Utilization of state standards, and 

 A communication plan. 

 

There is no one-size-fits-all solution.  It is important to remain flexible and customize 

instruction to meet the diverse needs of our learning community as we continue to 
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monitor the public health conditions in our county and within the District.  Our goal 

is to safely return to in-person instruction, as we know this is the optimal learning 

environment for students.  However, during this global pandemic, we recognize the 

importance of providing a variety of learning options.   We have developed plans for a 

variety of instructional delivery models which include:  in-person, remote learning, 

and Virtual Academy scenarios.  If a shift becomes necessary, our District will be able 

to fluidly transition among instructional delivery methods.   

 

B.  Educational Goals 

 

This Extended COVID-19 Learning Plan specified the educational goals the District 

expects to achieve by the middle and end of the 2020-2021 school year. These goals 

included increased student achievement in the aggregate for all groups of students and 

the goals were established by September 15, 2020.  

 

1. The District expects to achieve the following education goals by the middle of 

the 2020-2021 school year: 

 

 Goal 1: By the middle of the 2020-2021 school year, the District will have 

an increased number of students meeting their reading growth as measured 

on their benchmark assessment in the aggregate and for all student groups 

who have a minimum of 30 students. 

 

The “increased number of the students” will be quantified as either, number 

of students or percent of students when fall 2020 baseline data are available. 

Baseline data are needed to assess the impact on student achievement and 

growth from schools closing in the spring due to COVID-19. 

 

 Goal 2: By the middle of the 2020-2021 school year, the District will have 

an increased number of students meeting their math growth as measured on 

their benchmark assessment in the aggregate and for all student groups who 

have a minimum of 30 students. 

 

The “increased number of the students” will be quantified as either, number of 

students or percent of students when fall 2020 baseline data are available. Baseline 

data are needed to assess the impact on student achievement and growth from 

schools closing in the spring due to COVID-19. 

  

2. The District expects to achieve the following education goals by the end of the 

2020-2021 school year: 

 

 Goal 1: By the end of the 2020-2021 school year, the District will have an 

increased number of students meeting their reading growth as measured on 
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their benchmark assessment in the aggregate and for all student groups who 

have a minimum of 30 students. 

 

The “increased number of the students” will be quantified as either, number 

of students or percent of students when fall 2020 baseline data are available. 

Baseline data are needed to assess the impact on student achievement and 

growth from schools closing in the spring due to COVID-19. 

 

 Goal 2: By the end of the 2020-2021 school year, the District will have an 

increased number of students meeting their math growth as measured on 

their benchmark assessment in the aggregate and for all student groups who 

have a minimum of 30 students. 

 

The “increased number of the students” will be quantified as either, number 

of students or percent of students when fall 2020 baseline data are available. 

Baseline data are needed to assess the impact on student achievement and 

growth from schools closing in the spring due to COVID-19. 

 

3. The educational goals chosen by the District are related to the benchmark 

assessment(s) the District identified and will administer pursuant to section 104 

of the State School Aid Act, MCL 388.1704. 

 

Utica Community Schools has selected the NWEA as the math and reading 

benchmark assessment for students in kindergarten through grade 8.  The 

assessment(s), which will be administered during the first nine weeks of school, 

and again before the last day of the school year, will contribute to the 

determination whether students are making meaningful progress toward the 

mastery of state standards and growth at the appropriate grade level. 

  

The assessments MAP Growth Reading and Math provided from NWEA has 

been previously used by UCS and will continue to be used during the 2020-

2021 school year for students in kindergarten through grade 8. The results from 

NWEA MAP Growth provide the opportunity to identify students 

instructional level in reading and math. These instructional levels can help 

identify students who may be performing at a lower or higher level than their 

grade level peers. These assessments are used among other data points to 

identity students who may be at risk and need additional supports within the 

District’s multi-tiered system of supports process. 

 

Students in grades 2-8 will take the NWEA remotely using District provided 

technology.  Students in kindergarten and grade 1, scheduled into remote/in-

person, will complete the NWEA in-person during the month of October with 

their classroom teacher. Students in kindergarten and grade 1 scheduled into 

the Virtual Academy, will take the NWEA in the remote environment. 
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Training opportunities will be provided to teachers to prepare to administer 

the NWEA remotely. 

 

The community will be informed on the importance of this assessment and 

how the assessment results will inform teachers about students’ instructional 

needs. 

 

NWEA testing for students in kindergarten through grade 8 will take place 

through October 30, 2020.  Priority will be given to administering the 

assessments to students in kindergarten through grade 3 to meet the provisions 

of the Read by Grade 3 legislation.  

 

Within 30 days of the completion of the assessment, the NWEA Family Report 

will be provided to families.  The report includes a description of MAP 

Growth, rationale for completing the MAP Growth assessment, clarification of 

achievement and growth, explanation of a RIT score and ways 

parents/guardians can use this information to help their student.  

 

By February 1, 2021, the District will create a report regarding progress made 

on its midyear educational goals and ensure a copy of the progress report can be 

accessed through the transparency page on the District’s website. 

 

By the last day of the school year, the District will create a report regarding 

progress made on its year-end educational goals and ensure a copy of the 

progress report can be accessed through the transparency page on the District’s 

website. 

 

C.  Instructional Delivery 

 

The District must provide a description of how instruction may be delivered during 

the 2020-2021 school year. Instruction “may be delivered at school or at a different 

location, in person, online, digitally, by other remote means, in a synchronous or 

asynchronous format, or any combination thereof.” MCL 388.1698a(1)(c). 

 

All UCS students, regardless of learning environment chosen, have been provided a 

District-issued device.  Students in kindergarten and first grade have been provided 

iPads and students in grades 2-12 have been provided laptop computers.  Single-sign-on 

through ClassLink allows students to log into their device, launching their dashboard 

with all curriculum materials and resources needed for daily instruction.  Schoology is 

the District’s learning management system.  All students are enrolled in classes within 

Schoology that mirror their daily in-person schedule.  All District approved 
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curriculum resources and supports used by teachers will be accessible on the student’s 

iPad or laptop.    

 

The District will assess the needs of students who may need internet access and will 

provide support within established budget parameters through the use of internet hot 

spots.  

 

1. Remote Learning 

While in remote learning, elementary and secondary teachers will provide 

synchronous and asynchronous instruction.  

 

Synchronous instruction is defined as the following: 

 Students meet “live” virtually with their class at a scheduled time. 

 Teachers will provide “live” instruction to students in whole group, 

small group, one-on-one, question and answer sessions, tutoring and 

feedback. 

 

Asynchronous instruction is defined as the following: 

 Students complete independent work. 

 Teachers provide pre-recorded lessons (self-created or using content 

from District approved curriculum resources) prior to synchronous 

instruction. 

 

Teaching “live” lessons is one of the most important opportunities to connect 

and interact with students while in the remote environment.  In order to 

promote student engagement, consistency, differentiation, and social-emotional 

well-being, teachers will follow the guidelines outlined in the UCS 

Instructional Model for Teachers to create a learning community that supports 

the social-emotional and cognitive development of all students. Staff will 

participate in checkpoints with school administrators around curriculum and 

instruction and ongoing monitoring of student progress, specifically honing in 

on the progress of students in need of additional support through program 

dashboards, data review, grade level/department meetings, and the multi-tiered 

system of supports process. 

 

2. Transition to In-Person Learning 

The delivery of instruction is being closely monitored and reevaluated.  

Consideration is being given to a deliberate and gradual return to in-person 

instruction for small groups.  Moving to in-person instruction will be based on 

the public health trends in the region and the District’s ability to effectively 

implement the plan. 
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If the health conditions permit and the District can effectively implement the 

plan, UCS will take the following steps: 

 

 During the week of October 5, 2020, students with an Individual 

Educational Plan in kindergarten through age 26, taking part in select 

special education programs, scheduled for remote/in-person learning, will 

transition to attending in-person for a full day of school two days a week. 

All other students will remain in remote learning or in the Virtual 

Academy.  

 During the week of October 12, 2020, students in kindergarten and grade 

1, scheduled for remote/in-person learning, will attend in-person for a 

half day of school five days each week. During the other half of the day, 

the students will participate in remote learning. The combination of in-

person and remote learning is considered a hybrid model. Students in 

grades 2-12 will remain in remote learning. Students enrolled in the 

Virtual Academy will continue in the Virtual Academy. 

 

3. Safety Protocols 

 

a. Personal Protective Equipment 

The following individuals must wear face coverings, except during meals 

and unless face coverings cannot be medically tolerated, or the individual is 

incapacitated or unable to remove the facial covering without assistance: 

 All staff and all students when on a school bus 

 All staff and all students when in indoor hallways and common areas 

 All students in kindergarten through grade 12 when in classrooms 

 All staff when in classrooms 

 

b. Hygiene 

Utica Community Schools will provide adequate supplies to support 

healthy hygiene behaviors (including soap, hand sanitizer with at least 60% 

alcohol for safe use by staff and students, paper towels, tissues, and signs 

reinforcing proper handwashing techniques). Staff will teach and reinforce 

handwashing with soap and water for at least 20 seconds and/or the safe use 

of hand sanitizer that contains at least 60% alcohol.  

 

In addition, staff will educate students on how to cough and sneeze into 

their elbows or to cover with a tissue.  Used tissues should be thrown in the 

trash and hands washed immediately using proper hand hygiene techniques. 
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To assist with healthy hygiene, students and staff will be required to use 

hand sanitizer before entering and exiting the bus.  Students and staff will 

have scheduled handwashing with soap and water. In addition, staff will 

limit the sharing of personal items and supplies to small groups and 

disinfect between use or provide adequate supplies to assign for individual 

student use. Students’ personal items will be kept separate and may be 

stored in individually labeled cubbies, desks, containers or backpacks.  

 

c. Spacing, Movement and Access 

Where feasible, students will be kept at a safe distance while in large spaces.  

Within the classroom where feasible, students will be facing the same 

direction and staff will maintain an adequate distance between themselves 

and students. 

 

Recess will be conducted outside whenever practicable with appropriate 

social distancing and students grouped in cohorts.  If more than one class is 

outside, students should wear facial coverings. 

 

All Utica Community School family members and/or other guests are not 

allowed in a school building, during the school day, except under 

extenuating circumstances as determined by the District and/or school 

officials.  If family members and/or guests are permitted into the building, a 

facial covering must be worn, and hands must be washed/sanitized upon 

entering the building.  Office staff will keep strict records, including date 

and time, of non-school employees or other visitors entering and exiting the 

building for the purpose of contact tracing. 

 

d. Indoor Assemblies 

Indoor assemblies that bring together students from more than one 

classroom are prohibited. 

 

e. Screening Students and Staff 

All students and staff must comply with the daily self-screening protocol 

requirements provided in the COVID-19 Preparedness and Response Plan 

and Policy. The District shall cooperate with the Macomb County Health 

Department to implement screening protocols for students and staff. 

 

 

D.  Instruction for Core Academic Areas 

 

The District must provide a description of the following: 

 

1. How instruction for core academic areas provided under the extended COVID-

19 learning plan will expose each student to the academic standards that apply 
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for each student’s grade level or courses in the same scope and sequence as the 

District had planned for that exposure to occur for in-person instruction. 

 

2. How student progress toward mastery of the standards described in this 

subsection will be graded or otherwise reported to the student and the student’s 

parent or legal guardian. 

 

District Curriculum teams worked prior to the start of this school year to identify 

essential standards and updated pacing for the school year.  

 

Elementary students will use District approved curriculum and resources to address 

the pacing for English language arts, mathematics, science, and social studies through 

the online portions of these curriculum resources.  

 

Secondary students will use District approved curriculum and resources to address the 

pacing guides in English language arts, mathematics, science, social studies, world 

languages, Career and Technical Education courses and elective courses.  Students will 

be provided access to textbooks for courses as needed. 

 

Feedback on student performance will be provided in a consistent manner when 

students are in-person, remote, or participating in the Virtual Academy. Grades will be 

reported following the Board of Education Policy 6205 – Grading and District 

procedures including: 

 

 5-week progress reports 

 10-week report card 

 Semester report card 

 

Daily activity can be monitored by families using Schoology for students K-12 and the 

PowerSchool Parent Portal for students in grades 3-12. 

 

Parent/Teacher conferences are scheduled during the following dates: 

 October 7, 2020 – Junior High School (evening) 

 October 8, 2020 – Junior High School (afternoon) and High School 

(afternoon and evening) 

 November 4-17, 2020 – Elementary (At least two evenings during this 

time) 
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E.  Equitable Access to Technology 

 

1. The District will be delivering student instruction remotely for at least part 

of the 2020-2021 school year. 

 

2. If the District is delivering student instruction remotely for at least part of 

the 2020-2021 school year, it must provide an assurance and description of 

how students will be provided with equitable access to technology and the 

internet necessary to participate in instruction: 

 

Our District has partnered with the Macomb Intermediate School District and county-

wide superintendents to respond to the need for all students to ensure equitable access 

regarding connectivity and learning devices during remote learning. Our District has 

worked diligently to strengthen remote instruction, improve access to devices, and 

enhance connectivity. Specifically, we have taken steps to ensure equitable access to 

technology and internet use to ensure students can seamlessly participate in remote, in-

person and hybrid learning. 

 

Utica Community Schools has created structures to implement high quality 

instructional learning for remote contexts in synchronous and asynchronous 

environments.  UCS continues to provide professional learning for staff regarding 

setting up and leading online learning experiences.  Teachers will utilize District 

created pacing guides and curriculum resources templates for consistent 

instructional delivery through the platform of Schoology.  Teacher collaboration 

and ongoing professional development will be offered to strengthen teachers’ 

ability to customize remote instruction according to students’ needs.  

 

Teachers will highlight routines and structures to engage students in new learning 

based on essential standards and provide students with opportunities to submit 

evidence of their learning.  They will measure student progress and provide 

students and parents with ongoing, timely feedback about their learning.  Effective 

two-way communication is a critical part of this plan.   

 

Staff communicated with students and families, during the first weeks of school, 

about technology access and device use. This plan includes specific protocols for 

reaching out to students and families to ensure that students are engaging in 

instruction.  Staff will also intentionally create emotionally and physically safe and 

supportive learning environments for students to develop deep relationships with 

teachers and peers. 

 

Utica Community Schools has provided devices to all students.  Students in 

kindergarten and grade 1 were issued iPads and students in grades 2-12 were issued 

laptops.  In addition, the District assessed the student need for internet access and will 

provide support within established budget parameters.  
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Building leaders will be designated as the single point of contact in each school to plan 

and communicate with the District technology team.  Teaching and Learning and 

building administrators will continue to monitor device usage and compliance with 

online learning programs through the dashboards of online curriculum platform and 

ClassLink.   

 

The District is providing support programs to ensure that students and families can 

access online teaching, can troubleshoot problems with access, ensure that students can 

submit assignments, and be evaluated accordingly.  Resources for families include the 

UCS Tech Link on our home page, which has links to a variety of technology 

resources including videos on how to get started with a District issued iPad or laptop.  

A number of the resources are translated into Arabic, Albanian, and Spanish. Ongoing 

professional learning on platforms and tools is being provided to teachers.  

 

F.  Students with Disabilities 

 

The District will provide students with disabilities equitable access to instruction and 

accommodations in accordance with applicable state and federal laws, rules, and 

regulations. 

 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, Individual Educational Plan Teams are anticipating 

the possibility of changes in the public health situation and are planning proactively to 

move smoothly from one phase of the MI Safe Schools Roadmap to another in 

response to those changes in the public health situation.   

 

“At the beginning of each school year, each public agency must have in effect, for each 

child with a disability within its jurisdiction, an IEP (34 CFR § 300.323). The IEP must 

be in place to start the school year; must be based on the unique needs of the 

individual child with a disability; and must consist of a full offer of a FAPE (Free 

Appropriate Public Education) based on what would be a full in-person instructional 

day in a brick-and-mortar school setting.” (Michigan Department of Education Office 

of Special Education, Guidance to Address Return to Learn for Students with IEPs, 

August 2020) 

 

The IEP is the District’s current offer of a FAPE and serves as the foundation for 

contingency planning.  A Contingency Learning Plan is triggered when a change in the 

District’s overall instructional delivery model (in response to changes in the public 

health situation) prevents full implementation of the current IEP as written.  The 

purpose of a Contingency Learning Plan is to modify the IEP considering the public 

health circumstances while ensuring that the student continues to:  
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 Be involved and progress in the general curriculum 

 Progress toward the annual goals/objectives in the current IEP 

 Be educated with other students with and without disabilities to the extent that 

she/he would under the current IEP 

 Receive the special education programs, related services, and supplementary 

aids/supports in the current IEP to an extent that is safe, reasonable, and 

practicable considering the public health circumstances 

 

 

 

G.  District-Wide Guidelines– Appropriate Methods of Delivering Instruction 

 

Macomb County Superintendents have been meeting regularly to navigate ongoing 

challenges in response to the COVID-19 pandemic.  They have collaboratively 

examined best practices in the areas of safety, instruction, and operations, as well as 

mental and social-emotional health.  In partnership with the Macomb Intermediate 

School District (MISD), District Superintendents have also worked closely with the 

Macomb County Executive’s Office, the Macomb County Health Department, and 

other community organizations to leverage resources to meet the diverse needs of 

students, staff and families. 

 

County-wide protocols/guidance have been determined in partnership with the 

Macomb County Health Department and will be addressed on a case by case basis 

within local school Districts.  The Macomb County Health Department has provided 

guidance regarding responding to cases of COVID-19 among students, teachers, and 

staff.   

 

As required by MCL 388.1698a(1)(g), these District-wide guidelines, established in 

consultation with the Macomb County Health Department and Utica Community 

Schools, are based on “key metrics,” which include, but are not limited to, the 

following: 

 The trend of COVID-19 cases or positive COVID-19 tests, hospitalizations due 

to COVID-19, and the number of deaths resulting from COVID-19 over a 14-

day period 

 COVID-19 cases for each day for every 1 million individuals 

 The percentage of positive COVID-19 tests over a 4-week period 

 Health care capacity strength 

 Testing, tracing, and containment infrastructure regarding COVID-19 [MCL 

388.1698a(1)(g)] 

 

This guidance is further detailed in the following areas: 

 Possible COVID-19 cases in students 

 Possible COVID-19 cases in teachers or staff persons 
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 Confirmed COVID-19 cases 

 Close Contacts to a confirmed COVID-19 case 

 Returning to school/work 

 

Regardless of the guidelines developed pursuant to section 98a(1)(g) of the State School 

Aid Act, the final determination concerning the methods through which instruction 

will be delivered will be made by the District. 

 

The Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act (HIPAA) and the Family 

Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) laws will be taken into consideration for 

all who may fall ill and/or contract COVID-19, and additional training and guidelines 

will be provided for all staff.   

 

Utica Community Schools will continue to work with all stakeholders, including staff, 

parents and students.  UCS will continue to develop District guidelines regarding 

instruction based on local data and key metrics.  Continuous monitoring of local data 

is a critical part of this process. 

 

Link to the Responding to Cases of COVID-19 Among Students, Teachers and Staff 

(dated 8.28.20): 

https://health.macombgov.org/sites/default/files/content/government/covid19/pdf/COVID-
19%20Cases%20Students%20and%20Staff%2008.28.20.pdf 

 

H.  Priority for Return to In-Person Instruction 

 

The health and safety of Utica Community Schools students and staff remains a top 

priority as we reopen school buildings for the 2020-2021 school year.  Our goal is to 

safely return and provide in-person instruction, as we know this is the optimal 

learning environment for students.  However, during this global pandemic, we 

recognize the importance of providing a variety of learning options: in-person, remote, 

and a Virtual Academy.  While we continue to monitor and adjust our instructional 

plan to meet the needs of our students, priority will be given to K-6 when planning in-

person instruction. If a shift becomes necessary, we will be able to fluidly transition 

among the three instructional delivery methods to maintain the continuity of learning.   

 

The move to in-person instruction will follow the Utica Community Schools COVID-

19 Preparedness and Response Plan along with the MI Safe Schools: Michigan’s 2020-

21 Return to School Roadmap. During the transition, students will experience a mix of 

remote learning and in-person interactions and will occur in stages. 

 

 Stage 1: Early childhood, K-1, and specific special education classes will return 

for in-person instruction. 

 Stage 2: Second and third grade would be the next priority to return. 

https://health.macombgov.org/sites/default/files/content/government/covid19/pdf/COVID-19%20Cases%20Students%20and%20Staff%2008.28.20.pdf
https://health.macombgov.org/sites/default/files/content/government/covid19/pdf/COVID-19%20Cases%20Students%20and%20Staff%2008.28.20.pdf
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 Stage 3: Fourth and fifth grade would return after successful implementation of 

stages 1 and 2. 

 

I.   Two-Way Interactions 

 

The District ensures that at least two 2-way interactions occur between each student 

enrolled in the District and the student’s teacher (or at least one of the student’s 

teachers if he/she has more than one teacher) during each week of the school year for 

at least 75% of students enrolled in the District. 

 

1. The District will publicly announce its weekly 2-way interaction rate at 

each reconfirmation hearing and will make these rates available each month 

through the transparency reporting link on its website. 

 

2. A 2-way interaction is defined as a communication that occurs between a 

student and the student’s teacher or at least 1 of the student’s teachers, 

where 1 party initiates communication and a response from the other party 

follows that communication, and that is relevant to course progress or 

course content for at least 1 of the courses in which the student is enrolled. 

Responses must be to the communication initiated by the teacher, and not 

some other action taken. The communication described in this subdivision 

may occur through, but is not limited to, any of the following means: 

 Electronic mail 

 Telephone 

 Face-to-face conversation 

 Engagement through a synchronous platform, such as Microsoft 

Teams (documentation of such an interaction may consist of an 

attendance record maintained by the teacher). See Return to Learn 

Law Details – MEMO # COVID-19-094, MDE, 8/21/2020 

 

According to guidance from the Pupil Accounting Manual, parent- or guardian-

facilitated two-way interaction may be required if the student is in grades K-6 

and is not able to participate in a two-way interaction without assistance. 

 

 

III. Assurances 

 

A. Utica Community Schools will make the MISD approved Extended COVID-19 

Learning Plan accessible through the transparency reporting link located on the 

District’s website no later than October 1, 2020. 

  

B. The District will create and make available on its transparency reporting link 

located on the District website, a report concerning the progress made in meeting 

the educational goals contained in its Extended COVID-19 Learning Plan not later 
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than February 1, 2021, for goals its expected would be achieved by the middle of 

the school year and not later than the last day of school of the 2020-2021 school 

year for goals the District expected would be achieved by the end of the school 

year.  

  

C. Benchmark Assessments - The District will: 

1. Select a benchmark assessment or benchmark assessments that is/are aligned 

to state standards. 

2. Administer the approved benchmark assessment, or local benchmark 

assessment, or any combination thereof, to all pupils in grades K-8 to 

measure proficiency in reading and mathematics within the first nine weeks 

of the 2020-2021 school year and again not later than the last day of the 

2020-2021 school year.  

  

D. If delivering pupil instruction remotely or through the Virtual Academy, the 

District will  

1. Provide pupils with equitable access to technology and the internet 

necessary to participate in instruction, and  

2. Expose each pupil to the academic standards that apply for each pupil’s 

grade level or courses in the same scope and sequence as the District had 

planned for that exposure to occur for in-person instruction.  

 

E. The District, in consultation with the Macomb County Health Department, will 

develop guidelines concerning appropriate methods for delivering pupil instruction 

for the 2020-2021 school year that are based on local data and key metrics.  Note: A 

determination concerning the method for delivering pupil instruction shall remain at 

the District Board’s discretion.  Key metrics that the District will consider shall 

include at least all the following: 

1. COVID-19 cases or positive COVID-19 tests 

2. Hospitalizations due to COVID-19 

3. Number of deaths resulting from COVID-19 over a 14-day period 

4. COVID-19 cases for each day for each 1 million individuals 

5. The percentage of positive COVID-19 tests over a 4-week period 

6. Health capacity strength 

7. Testing, tracing and containment infrastructure regarding COVID-19  

 

F. If the District determines that it is safe to provide in-person instruction to pupils, 

the District will prioritize providing in-person instruction to pupils in grades K-6 

who are enrolled in the District.  

 

G. The District assures that:  

1. Instruction will be delivered as described in this plan and re-confirmed by 

the Board of Education, 
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2. The description of instructional delivery in this plan matches the delivery 

of instruction to be delivered during the 2020-2021 school year, 

3. The District will re-confirm how instruction will be delivered during the 

2020-2021 school year thirty days after MISD approval of the plan, and 

every 30 days thereafter at a Board of Education meeting, and  

4. Public comment will be solicited from the parents or legal guardians of the 

pupils enrolled in the District during a public meeting described in PA-149. 

 

H. The District will ensure that students with disabilities will be provided with 

equitable access to instruction and accommodation in accordance with applicable 

state and federal laws, rules and regulations.  

  

I. The District will ensure that two, 2-way interactions occur between a pupil 

enrolled in the District and the pupil’s teacher or at least one of the pupil’s teachers 

during each week of the school year for at least 75% of the pupils enrolled in the 

District. The District will publicly announce its weekly interaction rates at each 

Board of Education meeting where it re-confirms how instruction is being 

delivered. The District will make those rates available through the transparency 

reporting link located on the District website each month for the 2020-2021 school 

year.  

 

IV. Timeline of Important Dates 

 

Deadline Event or Required Task 

September 15, 2020  Establish educational goals expected to be achieved by 

the middle and end of the 2020-2021 school year. 

October 1, 2020  Submit Extended COVID-19 Learning Plan to MISD 

 Make Extended COVID-19 Learning Plan accessible 

through Transparency Reporting link on District 

website 

30 Days after approval of 

Extended COVID-19 Learning 

Plan (Appx. November 1, 2020) 

and every 30 days thereafter 

 Board of Education meeting to reconfirm how 

instruction is going to be delivered during the 2020-

2021 school year, with public comment solicited from 

parents/legal guardians of enrolled students 

Within First 9 weeks of 2020-2021 

School Year 

 Administer first reading and math benchmark 

assessment(s) to K-8 students (Read by Grade 3 

assessments must be administered within the first 30 

days of the school year) 

Within 30 days of First 

Benchmark Assessment(s) 

 Provide each student’s data from the benchmark 

assessment(s), as available, to the student’s parent or 

legal guardian 

February 1, 2021  Create a report regarding the progress made meeting 

mid-year education goals and post a copy of the 

progress report on the transparency page of the 

District’s website 
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Not Later than the Last day of 

2020-2021 school year 

 Administer second reading and math benchmark 

assessment(s) to K-8 students 

 Create a report regarding the progress made meeting 

year-end educational goals and ensure a copy of the 

progress report can be access through the Transparency 

page on the District’s website 

June 30, 2021  Send aggregate District-level data from the benchmark 

level assessment(s) to regional data hub (which will send 

data to CEPI) 

Within 30 days of Second 

Benchmark Assessment(s) 

 Provide each student’s data from the benchmark 

assessment(s), as available, to the student’s parent or 

legal guardian 

 

V. References 

 

Section 98a of the State School Aid Act, MCL 388.1698a, as added by Public Act 149 of 

2020 

Section 104 of the State School Aid Act, MCL 388.1704, as amended by Public Act 149 of 

2020 

Return to Learn Law Details – MEMO # COVID-19-094, MDE, 8/21/2020 

Benchmark Assessments MEMO # COVID-10-095, MDE, 8/21/2020 

Executive Order 2020-142, and any subsequent related order 

MI Safe Schools: Michigan’s 2020-2021 Return to School Roadmap 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(rgjqwkk5xsda0hmgkdllw3uf))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-388-1698a
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(rgjqwkk5xsda0hmgkdllw3uf))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-388-1698a
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(skdhwixx0k00ucs4puupfmhk))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectname=mcl-388-1704b
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(skdhwixx0k00ucs4puupfmhk))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectname=mcl-388-1704b
file:///C:/Users/bendermj/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/desktop/Return_to_Learn_Details_700019_7.pdf
file:///C:/Users/bendermj/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/desktop/Benchmark_Assessments_700077_7%20(1).pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/whitmer/0,9309,7-387-90499_90705-533311--,00.html
file:///C:/Users/bendermj/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/desktop/MI_Safe_Schools_Roadmap_FINAL_695392_7%20(1).pdf
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UTICA COMMUNITY SCHOOLS EXTENDED COVID-19 LEARNING PLAN 

SIGNATURE PAGE 

DISTRICT NAME: Utica Community Schools   

The school District must establish all its goals for the Extended COVID-19 Learning 

Plan by September 15, 2020. 

 SIGNATURE: DATE 

District Superintendent:   

 

 

The Extended COVID-19 Learning Plan must be submitted by October 1, 2020. 

 
                                                              

SIGNATURE: 
DATE 

Board of Education (optional):   

District Superintendent:   

 

The Extended COVID-19 Learning Plan Approval 

 
                                                              

SIGNATURE: 
DATE 

MISD Superintendent:   

 

Transparency Reporting 

By October 1, 2020, approved plans must be made accessible through the transparency 

reporting link on the District’s website. 

 

Reconfirmation Meeting Requirements 

 Every 30 days after the school District’s Extended COVID-19 Learning Plan has been 

approved, the school District must reconfirm the way instruction is going to be 

delivered during the 2020-2021 school year.  

 Reconfirmation must occur at a meeting of the school District’s board or board of 

directors, and the school District must solicit public comment from the parents or 

legal guardians of students enrolled in the District during the reconfirmation 

meeting. 

 The school District must publicly announce its weekly 2-way interaction rates at each 

reconfirmation meeting.  

 






